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Fixed Price Divorce Packages

If, at the end of the fixed fee interview, you decide to instruct us then you will become responsible for the payment of any future legal charges and expenses.

One option for the payment of these legal costs would be to agree to pay a fixed price, plus the Court Fees and VAT. Entering into one of these fixed price packages would give you certainty over the legal charges and expenses you will incur, but the scheme has various conditions which we will need to explain to you before you enter into any fixed price agreement with us.
Uncontested Divorce or Civil Partnership dissolution

	
	
	
	Fixed Price
	VAT 20%
	Court Fee
	Total

	
	Petitioner
	(Person bringing the divorce)
	£599.00
	£119.80
	£385.00
	£1,103.80

	.
	Respondent
	(Person receiving the divorce)
	£399.00
	  £79.80
	Nil
	£478.80


The Court Fees will be held in our client account and then paid to HM Court and Tribunal Service on your behalf. These Court Fees are set out in detail in each of our fixed price packages.
Petitioner in an uncontested divorce 
£599.00 plus VAT and the Court fees

 (With a possible Additional Fixed Fee if your spouse does not cooperate)

This fixed price package will be ideal if you are the person asking for the divorce (the Petitioner) and your spouse (the Respondent) will not contest your court application. Your spouse will need to cooperate with you throughout the process of bringing your marriage to an end.

Before you enter into this fixed price package you have to be sure that:-

i)
Your marriage has irretrievably broken down and there is no prospect of reconciliation; and  

ii)
After we have advised you on which of the five factors is most appropriate for your circumstances and your spouse agrees with this; and

iii) Your spouse will cooperate with you by responding to the Divorce Petition and returning the Acknowledgment of Service form to the Court either themselves or through their Solicitors.  (If your spouse does not cooperate with the service of the Divorce Petition, you may have to pay us an additional fixed fee of £300 to cover our costs and disbursements which will need to be incurred on your behalf which is explained below.
If you can say “YES” to all these questions, then this fixed price package is the best method for paying our charges and expenses. By agreeing to pay the fixed price plus the Court fees and VAT (and the additional fixed fee if it becomes necessary) in advance we will be able to represent you in your uncontested divorce proceedings and obtain a Court order (the Decree Absolute) bringing your marriage to an end. 

If you are not sure whether your spouse will cooperate with your Divorce Petition or you answer NO to any of the questions, then this fixed price package is definitely not appropriate for you and we will discuss the various other funding options which might be available to obtain your Divorce.
We will charge you the whole of the agreed fixed price (although we will reimburse you any unused Court Fees) if you and your spouse reconcile, or if you decide not to proceed with your Divorce Petition for any reason after we have started work in accordance with your instructions.

The work which is included in this uncontested divorce fixed price package

There are two elements to the fixed price package: our fees plus VAT, and the court fees.:-
i)
Our Fees

a) Meeting you:  One of our team will meet you to collect all the information needed to confirm your instructions and draft your divorce documents. 
b) Draft the Divorce Petition: We will then draft the Petition and send it to you for approval with confirmation of our instructions and your wishes,

c) Draft the Statement of Arrangements for Children [if applicable]: We will then draft the Statement of Arrangements and send it to you together with the divorce petition 
d) Tell your Spouse: Once we have your approval, we will write to your spouse, or their solicitor, telling them of our involvement and your wish for a Divorce. We will provide them with a draft copy of the divorce documentation.
e) The Court:  We will file your divorce documentation with the Court paying the Court Fee from the money you gave us and asking the Court to issue it.
f) Service of the Divorce Petition: The Court will then serve the formal Divorce documentation on your spouse with a copy of a form he/she must complete and return to the Court. The form is called an Acknowledgment of Service Form. [(If your spouse does not cooperate with us at this stage then you will have to pay the “Additional Fixed Fee” to allow us to personally serve the Divorce Petition on your spouse)]
g) Affidavit: Once the Court has confirmed receipt of your spouse’s correctly completed Acknowledgement of Service form, we will prepare your Affidavit in support of your divorce documentation. You will have to see an independent solicitor (not at this firm) to swear that Affidavit before returning it to us. We will then ask the Court to set a date for the pronouncement of the Decree Nisi 

h) Decree Nisi: We will tell you the date of your Decree Nisi as soon as we are informed.

i) Decree Absolute: Provided you and your spouse have resolved all the financial issues (the legal costs of resolving these issues are not included in this fixed price package) we will make an application for your Decree Absolute. This application cannot be made earlier than six weeks and one day following the Decree Nisi. We will send you the original Decree Absolute (which will end your marriage) as soon as we receive it from the Court.

We will let you know when each step has been completed.

ii)
The Court Fees

The second element of this fixed price package is the payment of the two separate Court Fees, totalling £385. These must be paid to us “on account” so we have the money in advance to enable us pay these fees to the Court (HMCTS) on your behalf. The fees are as follows-

a) Filing the Divorce Petition with the Court 


£340

b) Applying for your Decree Absolute.



£ 45
£385

The “Additional Fixed Fee” 

In certain situations a further fixed fee of £300 including Vat could be payable in addition to the fixed price package above.

If your spouse does not co-operate with you and refuses or fails to file the Acknowledgment of Service form with the Court, then we will not be able to confirm to the Court that your spouse actually received the Divorce petition.  This is extremely rare, but if it happens, you will have three choices:

a) Personal Service: The first and arguably the best option would be to instruct us to use a process server to visit your spouse and personally serve the Divorce petition on them. If you choose this option it will remain an uncontested divorce,  but you will have to pay us the extra fixed fee of £300 (which includes the process server’s fees and vat at 20%) of:-

Fee
 VAT
Total

i) Our additional legal charges

£150
£30
£180

ii) Process server’s fixed fee

£100
£20
£120

£300

It is still possible for your spouse to contest the Divorce even though you have paid this “additional fixed fee”.



b) Deemed Service: Alternatively you could ask us to make a special application to the Court to request an Order for Deemed Service of the Divorce Petition. Those instructions will convert it into a contested divorce and will automatically end this fixed price package.

c) Directions: We could apply to the Court (without notifying your spouse) to ask a Judge to consider whether directions should be given to determine what should happen next. Those instructions will convert it into a contested divorce and will automatically end this fixed price package.

Payment of the fixed price, additional fixed fee and Court fees

You will be asked to pay us the full amount of the fixed price, Court Fees and VAT in advance of us issuing the Divorce Petition [if you are the Petitioner] or filing the Acknowledgement of Service [if you are the Respondent].  

In the unlikely event that the additional fixed fee is incurred, you will need to pay us the additional money in advance. 

The work which is excluded from the Uncontested Divorce fixed price package

The following legal work is excluded from the fixed price package. We will discuss the various options available to you for paying these legal charges and expenses which will be incurred on an hourly rate (as set out in our Terms of Business):-

i)
Resolving any issues over financial matters or children.

ii)
Tracing or locating your spouse

iii) Any work carried out in representing you in a contested divorce, 

iv) Obtaining a certified copy of your original marriage certificate. If you do not have this document, you will need to obtain a certified copy from the Registrar (it will cost you £9.00) and provide it to us.

v) Any work carried out in making an application to the Court for any Directions or an Order for Deemed Service if your spouse does not cooperate with us by returning the Acknowledgment of Service Form to the Court (please see the additional fixed fee section above).  

vi) The £7.00 swear fee which you will have to pay to an independent solicitor to complete your Affidavit (a sworn declaration under oath). 
vii)  Any divorce with an International element
Ending this fixed price uncontested divorce package

If your spouse decides to contest your Divorce Petition or refuses to cooperate with you after service of the Divorce Petition (so it becomes “a contested divorce”) this fixed price agreement will automatically come to an end, but you will still be liable to pay us the full amount of the fixed price package. 

If, on the other hand, you then instruct us to continue acting for you in the contested divorce proceedings, we will calculate our charges and expenses incurred up to that point and will invoice you for all that work.

Any money remaining in our client account will continue to be held “on account” of your future charges and expenses. These future charges will be calculated, and become payable, at our normal hourly rates as set out in our Terms of Business. We will also give you a qualified estimate for the likely future charges and expenses at that stage. 

Respondent in an Uncontested Divorce 

£399.00 plus VAT 

This fixed price package is ideal when you have received divorce papers from your spouse and you do not wish to contest this.   You will be known as the Respondent.  The person bringing the Petition is called the Petitioner.

Before you enter into this fixed price package you have to be sure that:-

i)
Your marriage has irretrievably broken down; and  

ii)
You agree with the divorce facts mentioned in the Divorce Petition; and

iii)
You will cooperate with your spouse by responding to the Divorce Petition and returning the Acknowledgment of Service form to the Court either yourself or through us.  

If you can say “YES” to all these questions, then this fixed price package is the best method for paying our charges and expenses. By agreeing to pay the fixed price and VAT in advance we will be able to represent you in your uncontested divorce proceedings and obtain a Court Order bringing your marriage to an end. (The Decree Absolute) 

If you are not sure whether you will be able to cooperate with your spouse or you answer NO to any of the questions, then this fixed price package is definitely not appropriate for you. We will discuss the various other funding options which might be available to instruct us to act for you and respond to the Divorce Petition.
We will charge you the whole of the agreed fixed price if you and your spouse reconcile, or if your spouse decides not to proceed with the Divorce Petition for any reason after we have started work in accordance with your instructions.
If, on the other hand, you then instruct us to continue acting for you in the divorce proceedings, we will calculate our charges and expenses incurred up to that point and will invoice you for all that work.

Any money remaining in our client account will continue to be held “on account” of your future charges and expenses. These future charges will be calculated, and become payable, at our normal hourly rates as set out in our Terms of Business. We will also give you a qualified estimate for the likely future charges and expenses at that stage. 

The work which is included in this uncontested divorce fixed price package

We will carry out the following work for you under the fixed price package:-

a) Meeting you:  One of our team will meet you to collect all the information needed to confirm your instructions and enable us to respond to the Divorce Petition as soon as it is served on you. 

b) Checking the Divorce Petition and if applicable the Statement of Arrangements for Children: When you have received the divorce documents we will advise you on their content.

c) Responding to the Petition: We will write to the Petitioner, or their solicitor, telling them of our involvement and your agreement to a Divorce on this basis (if you disagree with the divorce documents it will become a contested divorce and this fixed price package will automatically come to an end)

d) The Acknowledgment of Service Form:  We will file your Acknowledgment of Service Form and Statement of Arrangements for Children (if appropriate) with the Court.

e) Decree Nisi: We will tell you the date of your Decree Nisi as soon as we are informed of this by the Court. We will send you a copy of the Decree Nisi as soon as we receive it from the Court. 
f) Decree Absolute: Provided you and your spouse have resolved all the financial issues (the legal costs of resolving these issues are not included in this fixed price package) the Petitioner is able to make the application for the Decree Absolute. The Petitioner cannot make this application earlier than six weeks and one day following the Decree Nisi. We will send you a copy of the Decree Absolute (which will end your marriage) as soon as we receive it from the Court. 

The “Additional Fixed Fee” 

If the Petitioner fails to apply for the Decree Absolute 6 weeks and a day after the Decree Nisi, then you can instruct us to make the application for you but you will have to wait for three months from the earliest date on which the Petitioner could have made the application. You will then have to pay us an additional fixed fee for this work because it falls outside the scope of the Fixed Price package.

If you choose this option it will remain an uncontested divorce, but you will have to pay us the extra fixed fee of £225 (which includes the Court Fee and vat at 20%) of:-

Fee
 VAT
Total

iii) Our additional legal charges

£150
£30
£180
iv) Court Fee 



£ 45

£ 45

£225

The work which is excluded from the Uncontested Divorce fixed price package.

The following legal work is excluded from the fixed price package. We will discuss the various options available to you for paying these legal charges and expenses which will be incurred on an hourly rate (as set out in our Terms of Business):-

i)
Resolving any issues over financial matters or children.

ii)
Any work carried out in representing you in a contested divorce 

iii) Any work necessary so you can make an application for the Decree Absolute because the Petitioner failed to apply for the Decree Absolute. (You can instruct us to apply for you three months after the earliest date on which your spouse could have made the application but you will have to pay us the additional fixed fee of £225 for this additional work)

Ending this fixed price uncontested divorce package

If you decide to contest the Divorce Petition or you refuse to cooperate with your spouse after the Divorce Petition has been served on you (it will become “a contested divorce”) then this fixed price agreement will automatically come to an end, but you will still be liable to pay us the full amount of the fixed price package. 

If, on the other hand, you then instruct us to continue acting for you in the contested divorce proceedings, we will calculate our charges and expenses incurred up to that point and will invoice you for all that work.

Any money remaining in our client account will continue to be held “on account” of your future charges and expenses. These future charges will be calculated, and become payable, at our normal hourly rates as set out in our Terms of Business. We will also give you a qualified estimate for the likely future charges and expenses at that stage. 
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